Evaluation of JOSHU
Japanese Online Self Help Utility Website
http://laits.utexas.edu/japanese/joshu/index.php
The site has several tabs at the top, covering many areas of Japanese study for beginner, intermediate, and advanced learners. The tab icons at the top include:

· Kana

· Kanji

· Vocabulary

· Grammar

· Counters

· Reading

· Video

· Culture

· Links

Further Details

Kana. The Kana section has sections covering the two basic Japanese writing systems: Hiragana and Katakana. The Hiragana section begins with a list of Tables, followed by Flashcards, Practice Sheets (PDF Files), Practice Quizzes), and a Word Search game.

1. Hiragana Table. The first table gives a nice, organized list of all Hiragana characters arranged by sound (A, I, U, E, O on the right-hand side, and consonants on the top). Dragging the mouse over the character brings up a small sample box that shows how to draw the character; clicking will play an audio sample that pronounces the character on its own, and then sample words. The second table is the same, but for the diacritic versions of the characters. The tables also have lists to practice sheets, which can be printed off (PDF files).

2. Flashcards. These seem similar to the flashcards that we can already make with the Quizlet program, however, the flashcards available on the site have a customizable “delay” option, which allows the user to set how long before it reveals both parts of the flash card. Audio can be enabled to. This seems like the same thing as Quizlet.

3. Quiz. Audio samples are shown on the left. Questions are given in multiple choice format. This seems similar to what we can do in other programs, such as iSpring.

4. Word Bank. This is probably the most interesting feature.  Characters are arranged in a table like a word search. Users have to select the characters in order and then check the box on the side to show that they found the appropriate word. Some versions are in Hiragana, others in Romanized character, and the last has audio playback.
Kanji. There are links to what appears to be textbook information, “Yookoso Vol. 1” and “Yookoso Vol. 2,” followed by “An Integrated Approach to Intermediate Japanese” and “Advanced Conversation.” There are also links on how to use kanji dictionaries, as well as practice sheets.

1. The first section is just flashcards. Again, similar to what we can do in other programs like Quizlet. Sections are divided into chapters (which can be subdivided into further sections).

2. The next section is about tracing and writing practice. The links are all PDF files, meant to be printed off and completed.

3. The compound reading quizzes are given in fill-in-the-blank format. The left-hand side has the kanji form, while the right-hand side shows the English equivalent.  

4. There are links to the more advanced sections at the bottom of the page. The other sections are broken down in the same fashion, have the same layout, and use the same tools. A lot of the resources are meant to be printed out and used by students; they are useful assignments and guides.

Vocabulary. The vocabulary section offers flashcards, lists, quizzes, and games. 

1. The links included also reference the same texts that we had seen in the kanji section (i.e. “Yookoso Vol. 1”). Sections are broken down by chapter and then subdivided into specific categories, such as academic subjects, days of the week, cities and towns, hobbies, foods, etc.  The flash card format is the same as before, though it offers kanji, hiragana, and English on the flashcard. The more advanced lessons follow in the same manner.

