
Type of Work and Status of 

the Author  

Date of Creation Duration of Rights 

 

Work created by a single known author On or after January 1, 1978 Life of the author plus 70 years after au-

thor’s death 

Work created by two or more authors On or after January 1, 1978 70 years after the death of the last sur-

viving author 

Works for Hire and anonymous works On or after January 1, 1978 The shorter of 95 years from the first 

publication of the work or for 120 years 

from the year of creation 

Unpublished/non-registered work cre-

ated by a single known author 

Before January 1, 1978 Life of the author plus 70 years after the 

author’s death 

Unpublished/non-registered works cre-

ated by two or more authors 

Before January 1, 1978 70s after the death of the last surviving 

author 

Unpublished/non-registered Works for 

Hire and anonymous works 

Before January 1, 1978 The shorter of 95 years from the first 

publication of the work or for 120 years 

from the year of creation 

Published or Registered Works Before January 1, 1978 28 years from the date of publication or 

registration plus renewal term if appli-

cable  

All works Before 1923 Are now in the public domain 


